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Soon Hershey will be upon us and I look forward 
seeing you all again.  Hershey has historically been 
our biggest meeting.  It is greatly edifying to me 
personally and to the profession as a whole to 
gather and share our common concerns. Last year 
was a record gathering of over 600 CRNAs and this 
year promises to be just as well attended.  This year 
there will be four days filled with great lectures and 
speakers.  A highlight to the event will be our first 
annual student college bowl. 
 
There is much to discuss and issues we will need to 
work through. In February I met with key individu-
als in Harrisburg to discuss those issues that con-
tinue to challenge a CRNA’s right to practice:  the 
right to bill for Medicaid patients, entitlement that 
encompasses your scope of practice and providing 
anesthesia services to Podiatry patients without a 
physician being present.  I spoke with, among oth-
ers, the following key individuals:  Amy Powell 
Bolze, Counsel for the Office of Senator Pat Vance; 
Senator Mary Jo White, who is the only nurse in the 
Senate and her Chief of Staff, Leigh Ramsey;  
Marlene Tremmel, Esq., who is the Legal Counsel 
and Executive Director for the House Professional 
Licensure Committee;  Barbara Holland Esq., 
Counsel for the Office of Health Care Reform and 
Larry Clark, Administrative Assistant for the Office 
of Health Care Reform.   I cannot honestly say that 
I felt these meetings were a great success.  I can say 
that PANA’s voice was heard and it is that voice 
that must continue knocking down the doors until 
those issues that continue to hinder our growth as 
an association cease to exist.   

Most of you have already heard that Representative 
Barrar’s office reintroduced to the House of Represen-
tatives the language of HB 1256 which is now HB 212, 
and Senator Mary Jo White reintroduced in the Senate 
what was SB 891, the mirror of HB 212.  It was a sur-
prise to PANA to hear of these events.  When I in-
quired, I learned that it is a common practice of a legis-
lator to reintroduce in the next session those bills they 
have sponsored that did not move in the last session.   I 
was initially concerned that this had occurred without 
your Board being aware or asked to reintroduce these 
bills.  However, this may be advantageous.  Now there 
is language in both the House and the Senate that ad-
dresses your scope of practice, and even though it may 
not be the language PANA is completely satisfied with, 
it is a step in a forward direction. 
 
I ask that all of you please come prepared to discuss 
these issues.  There is also a topic we must all become 
versed in so that when PANA calls on you to respond, 
you will be prepared- Patient Assisted Devices, cur-
rently a product awaiting F.D.A. approval.  This prod-
uct is a patient self-directed medication device, which 
contains propofol and is used for sedation during a 
colonoscopy.    If approved by the F.D.A., we can all 
imagine the impact this device will have on the profes-
sion of anesthesia.   
 
For those who have not made their reservation, please 
do so.  The hotel fills up quickly. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon, 
 Joe 

To the left are attendees at an event at the Tamaqua 
Diner in Tamaqua, PA.  Nurse anesthetists in the area, 
organized by Diane Butkus, CRNA, gathered to greet 
Representative David Argall (R) who ran in a special 
election to fill the State Senate seat in the 29th district 
vacated by the late Senator Jim Rhoades.  The special 
election was held on March 4, 2009.   
 
Rep. David G. Argall has served the people of the 124th 
State House district since 1985. He has been re-elected in 
11 subsequent elections, each time winning all of the 
district's 11 boroughs and 16 townships in Berks and 
Schuylkill counties.   Joe D’Amico and Diana Davidson 
both attended, as well as Peg Moyer.  Joe and Peg made 
remarks to the crowd and Rep. Argall addressed the 
crowd as well then mingled with everyone to discuss their 
interests and concerns. 
















