








TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION

Robot-Assisted Regional Anesthesia:
A Simulated Demonstration

Patrick J. Tighe, MD,* S. J. Badiyan, MD,* I. Luria, MS,* Andre P. Boezaart, MD, PhD,*{
and S. Parekattil, MD¥

Recent advances in robotically assisted telesurgery offer expert surgical care for the geographi-
cally remote patient. Similar advances in teleanesthesia will be necessary to bring comparable
perioperative care to the geographically remote patient. Although many preliminary investi-
gations into teleanesthesia are underway, none involve remote performance of anesthesia-
related procedures. Herein, we describe the placement of ultrasound-guided nerve blocks into
an ultrasound phantom using the da Vinci multipurpose surgical robotic system (Intuitive
Surgical, Sunnyvale, CA). Both single-injection and perineural catheter techniques were
successfully performed by an operator who was not physically present at the bedside. (Anesth
Analg 2010;111:813-6)
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“Mr. Osborne, may | be excused? My brain is full.”







