Boy, 2 1/2, to get $4m in Porterville hospital settlement
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Sierra View District Hospital in Porterville has agreed to pay $4 million to a 2 1/2-year-old boy in a
malpractice-case settlement, attorneys for both sides said Wednesday.

Terms of the settlement are subject to approval today by Tulare County

SESINNISAUBIRINSY Superior Court Judge Patrick O'Hara.

" DIET.FOODS: PILLS|
or, EXTRA EXERCISE!!

The 54 million would be used to purchase an annuity that would pay the boy
$15,000 per month to start, said Dr. Bruce Fagel, a physician-attorney who
regularly represents families of children injured at birth. That sum would rise 3
percent a year, paying the boy $45 million "over his life expectancy," Fagel said.
When the boy was born March 20, 2006, according to Fagel's written summary,
the obstetrician and nursing staff on duty "failed to recognize obvious signs of fetal distress for several
hours before delivery." The baby was delivered via emergency C-section surgery, Fagel reported.

"This case is especially tragic since the obstetrician and nurse anesthetist had already been shown to
be neglectful in the past — but were right back on the job anyway." Fagel said.

As a result of lack of oxygen in the hour before delivery, he wrote, the boy now has cerebral palsy.
Neurologists, though, said thatthe boy's "intellectual development may be normal." The money will
help cover medical expenses and the cost oftherapy and home care as he gets older, Fagel wrote.

Fresno-based attorney Andrew Weiss, representing the hospital, declined comment Wednesday but

did confirm settlementterms. ...\ \w.visaliatimesdelta.com/apps/pbcs. diHeP AID=/2000821/NEWS01/808210333/1C
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Scariest Hospital Risks

Drug errors, overcrowding and 5 other serious hazards.
By Matthew Herper and Melanie Lindner for Forbes.com
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Hospitals manufacture miracles by the millions. They can also be hazardous
to your health.

According to The Institute of Medicine, a non-profit organization chartered by
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, at least 1.5 million Americans fall
prey to hospital error every year.

Find more "Errors will happen anytime you take a complex system and put human

beings inside of it," says Dr. Brent James, vice president of medical research
Forbes and executive director of Salt Lake City’s Intermountain Institute for Health
I 8 C O

Care Delivery Research. "The notion that you can train doctors to completely

Slide Show: avoid mistakes is just false."
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“I am fain to sum up with~an urgent
appeal for adopting this or s
uniform system of publishing th
statistical records of hospitals. |If
they could be obtained... they would
show subscribers how their money
was being spent, what amount of
good was really being done with it,
or whether the money was doing
mischief rather than good”

(Florence Nightingale, 1863).






\
Highlights of AANA

tancards

—a
w1

O
O
Uw

N









Formulate a patient-spegific
plan for anesthesia care
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Needle/Syringe Reuse: Applications
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Anesthesia care shall be assessed
to assure Its quality and

contribution to positive patient
outcomes.
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AANA Foundation, 2003
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